186         THE REGENT AND HIS DAUGHTER
The Regent came. Miss Knight, sent down by Charlotte to
take the first edge off the interview, met him on the stairs.
Her preliminary talk with him was not wholly unpleasant,
but quite unpleasant enough. The displeasure shown by him
at the start gradually turned into good humour as Miss
Knight explained and soothed. But when Charlotte came
into the room, "although he did not raise his voice," writes
Miss Knight, "and said he would be very calm and very
affectionate, he was certainly as bitter as possible on the
Duke of Gloucester, and not a little so" to Charlotte herself.
He positively refused his consent to her marrying the Duke,
but said he would bring no pressure to bear on her regarding
any other proposal. Miss Knight noticed that several times
during the conversation he managed to slip in a word side-
ways in praise of the Orange Prince. Finally, Charlotte said
good-bye, leaving Miss Knight to receive the aftermath of the
Regent's annoyance. This was now great, as he had come to
the conclusion that Charlotte was merely using the Duke of
Gloucester as a blind to hide her attachment to the Duke of
Devonshire. Miss Knight quieted him down on this point,
and then, in her turn, put forth a plaint, saying she wished
he would put a stop to Charlotte's long conferences with
Sir Henry. To her surprise the Regent said that "Sir Henry
was the friend of the family, and that he had not the slightest
objection to her being left alone with him; on the contrary, he
had often sent messages by him.*5 For Sir Henry was not only
everyone's confidant but also the subtle weapon with which
each member of the family hoped to disarm the other.
In November of this year Charlotte wrote to Priscilla
Burghersh from Windsor:
"I am pretty satisfied that I shall not be well or in spirits till I
remove from hence, which will be on the loth of the month, to
London. ... It will perhaps be dull at first, as no one I know will
be there; but I like town so very much, and intend to employ every
hour of the day, so that I look to the change and the settling with
great impatience. I shall have to pay a visit of a week here at
Christmas; I fancy so is the present intention, as I am to be con-
firmed, and take the Sacrament with my 'goodfamily.' There are ...
various reports about. . . . One of them is that I am to have an
establishment on the 7th of January [her birthday], which is to
consist of four ladies. . .. You will easily believe it will be a subject
of no small interest to me who these ladies will be, and if the nomi-
nation will be left to me. All is in uncertainty and doubt at present
... Is it not natural that I should wish to have my friends about me,